Publication: The Indian Express| Edition: Ahmedabad
Date: June 05, 2023| Page No: 16|Food & Agriculture

Behind falling pulses imports

The country has achieved over 90% self-sufficiency in dals, thanks mainly to increased chana production.
India's imports of pulses have come down from 6.61 million tonnes in 2016-17 to 2.52 mtin 2022-23

[TARISH DAMODARAN

THEREAREwo agricultural commodities in
whichIndiais significantly impert-depend -
ent: Ldibleotand pulses.

Between 201314 and 2022-23 (Aprii-
March), thevalucof India's vegetable ol im-
ports has soarcd from $7249.85 million(Ks
4,038 04 crore) to $20,837.70 million (Rs
1672689.9% aqorel Much of ths has been in
ustthe last ewe fiscal years{chart 1),

Out of the 24-25 million tonnes(mt)
moking oil that the country masumes an-
nually, onty 9-10 mtis from domestically pm-
duced grain The balance 14-13mt is im-
ported.

Relatively abmanirbhar inpulses
It has beenquite the reverse with pulses
The value of imports has posted only a

maiginal rise during the nine years of the

Natendra Modi-led government: from

$1.828.16 mathion {Rs 11,036.75 crorel to §

1.943.89 miilion (Rs 15,780.56 crore),

Imports went up initially to reach a high of

£1.244.13 million (Rs 28,523.18 crore}in

2016-17, only tofall substantialiy thereafter

(chart 21
In quantity terms, India’s imporis of

pulses more than doubled fiom 3.18 mt in

2013- 14 o 6.61 mt in 2016-17. lirom those

praks, they have come dovwn to 270 mit in

2021-22 and 252 mitin 2022-23. Thus, the

nine yearsof the Modigovernment has actu-

Ay seen a decline, unlike in vegetable oils,

where the quantum of imports too has

surged from 7.94 mt to 1567 mt between

2013-14 and 2022-23,

The reduction in pulses imports have
ome essentially on the back of higher do-
mestic production. According to the
Agriculture Ministry, India’s pulses output
has increased from 19,26 mein 2013- 1 to
2250mtin 2022-23. Private trad e estimates
of production are lower at23-24me

Eventaling23 mtproductionand 2.5 mt
impuorts translates into an atinanirbliorta or
seif-sufficiency ratio of over 90% in pulses, as
agarnst hardly 40% for ediblcoils.

Chana shows the way
It can be scen that imports of two items
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have recorded dramaticdrops: Yellow/white
peas (matar) and chickpea (chane ) At their
height, vearly imports of the former topped
3 mtand the latterone mt. Those have since
plunged to negligiblelevels,

The reason is simple. Yellow; white peas
- imported mainly from Canada, Russia,
Ukraine and Lithuania - are basically a sub-
stitute for el

When chickpea prices went throughthe
roof as India’s production dipped from 953
mtin 2013-14 to 7,33 mtand 700 mt in the
following two years, split yellow peas re-
placed chanadal inmany curty recipes. There
were even reparts of besan (chana flour)
makers resorting to adulteration by adding
cheaper yellow/white matar.

Imports of chickpea from Australia and
Russiaalsospiraled duning that peried.

Thesitwation changed after 2016-17,with
domesticoutput of chana registeringa jump
to 1138 mtin 2017-18 and further to 1354
mteachin2021-22 amdl 2022-23,

While the trade’s estimate s only 11-12
my, it is still a congiderable improvement
over the production inthe initial years of the
Modi government.

Theboost to cirna production came from
two key government measures, incentivis-
ingIndian farmersto cxpand arca under the
puises crop grown during the rabi (winter-
spangldcason,

The firstis the levy of a 60% import duty
onchanasince March 2018, In wellowjwhite
peas, there is a 502 duty plus a mintmum
price of Rs 200/ kg helewwhich imports are
not permitted, the latwer imposed in
December 2019, These have resulted in a
nea-complete stoppage of imports,

The second intervention has been gov-
ernment procurement 3t minimumn support
prices (MSP). Such purchases amounted to
2.4 mi in 2020 {the rabi imarketing svason
from March-lunc], 063 mtin20¢1, 2 56t
1 2022 and 223 mt this year tll May-end.
The MSP ofchana itself hasbeen raised from
Rs 3,100 to Rs 5,335 per quintal between
2003-Mand 2022-23,

Arharis the problem

Chano’s sucaess has. however, not been
replicated for ether pulses, particularly
arfiarftur of pigeonpea, Its production has
shown an erratic trend, nising from 317 mt

i1 2013-14 to 4.87 mt 1n 2016-17, beltore
falling t0 422 mit in 2021-22 and 303 mrin
2(122-23. The trade, again, reckons thusyear's
aopat just 25mz,

Ihe same goes for trad | black craml, a
predominantly kharif [post-mo
sown ) crop like aiiar, 1ts outpug in the fast
fouryears hasaveraged 242 mit dovn fom
the 349 mt and 300 mt heghsof 2017-18
and 2018-19

Moong {green gram) has fared boteer ks
estimated productionof 3. Mmtin 2042 —.-' i
for the firsttme. overtookariars ac 3405 mit
In the Jast four years, moong bas moved up
from No, 4 (behind urnd, arhar and chane 1o
N 2 (next only te chona).

Whilemoongislargely auitivated during
kharif, much ef the recent output gam has
bteen from the spring-sown and summer-
harvested crop

Implications for imports

The erratic production of mest non-
chana pulses has meant nolet upin thorim-
ports. Arhar imports —from Mozambiguie
Myanmar, Tanzania, Malaws andSudan—hn
arccord 0.9 mtin 2022-21

Equally mteresting ts masoor [red lentl )
whose imports fiom Canada and Australio
have crossed LI-1.2 nitin some vears, [That
has pattly to do with it becoming a substi-
wite for arhor. Red masoor dal being uscd in
place of yeliow arhar — including for mak-
ing sambar — is happening mamly inhotuis
restatrantsand canteens. kmakes commomi
=ense, when meseordal is retating at anay
crage of Ks Y0/kg. companee to Ky 12 00plus
for athar,

Looking ahead, 4 subnormal monsoen
can petentiallylead to inflatwon s palses.
there are atleasttwo buffers agamstthn

The first 1s the ample government
of chana, which inciudes the new iy pr
223 mt and the 147 ot carryover frem last
year's crop.

Ihe second 1s imports: At $630-69007 Rs
56.000-57000pertonne, the landed prce of
raw masoer m India is below its MS!'o

3+ Ry
60,000 and wholesale mamii ratos of Hs
98,000-100,000tonnw for urher. There s
aurrently no duty onimports of imasar, ail i
orimid

Lastbut not the leastis stock inis onthe
trade. The Modi covernment, last woek
damped thesconarharand it o abie
w0 whuk‘s alers and retatlers as well as ol
millers, In an election year, one can expect
more suchweapons being deployed "o pre-
vient hoarding and unscrupulous spocula
tion”, the reasons the govemment gave while
imposing stock limits,




